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TITLE 10 – TRAFFIC CODE

Chapter 10-1  - Definitions-General Provisions
Chapter 10-2  - Operation of Vehicles
Chapter 10-3  - Parking Lots
Chapter 10-4  - Parking-Stopping 
Chapter 10-5  - Signs and Signals
Chapter 10-6  - Pedestrians
Chapter 10-7  - Miscellaneous Provisions
Chapter 10-8  - Snowmobiles
Chapter 10-9  -  Speed
Chapter 10-10 – Condition of Vehicles

Chapter 10-1 – Definitions – General Provisions

10-1-1 Definitions

Whenever in this title the following terms are used, they shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them in this section:

“Authorized Emergency Vehicle”: Vehicles of the Fire Department (Fire Patrol),
Police vehicles and such ambulances and emergency vehicles of municipal department 
or public service corporations as are designed or authorized by the Chief of Police. 

“Business District”: The term “business district” as used in this title shall include the 
territory contiguous to a highway when fifty per cent or more of the frontage thereon for a 
distance of three hundred (300) feet or more is occupied by buildings used for business. 

“Crosswalk”:  That portion of a roadway ordinarily included within the prolongation of 
curb and property lines at intersections or any other portion of a roadway clearly indicated 
for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the surface. 

“Department”: The police department of the City of Mobridge.

“Intersection”:  The area embraced within the prolongation of the lateral curb lines or, if 
none, then the lateral boundary lines of two or more streets or highways which join one 
another at an angle weather or not one such street or highway cross the other. 

“Laned Street”:  A street, the roadway of which is divided into two or more clearly 
marked lanes for vehicular traffic.

“Loading Zone”: The space adjacent to a curb reserved for the exclusive use of 
vehicles during the loading or unloading of passengers or materials.

“Motor Vehicle”: Every vehicle, which is herein defined, which is self propelled.

“Official Traffic Signals”: All signals, not inconsistent with this title, placed or erected by 
authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of directing, 
warning or regulation traffic. 
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“Official Traffic Signs”: All signs or markings, other than signals, not inconsistent with 
this title, placed or erected by a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose 
of guiding, directing, warning or regulation traffic. 

          “Operator”:  Any person who is in actual physical control of a vehicle.
          
          “Parking”:  The standing of a vehicle whether attended or unattended, upon a roadway or                        
          street otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading  
          or unloading, or in obedience to traffic regulations or traffic signs or signals. 

          “Pedestrian”:  Every person afoot.

          “Police Officer”:  Every officer of the Municipal Police Department or any officer  
          authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations.

          “Private Road or Driveway”:  Every road or driveway not open to the use of public for  
          purposes of vehicular travel.

          “Residence District”:  The term “residence district” as used in this title shall include the  
          territory contiguous to a highway not comprising a business district when the frontage of  
          such highway for a distance of three hundred feet or more is mainly occupied by dwellings  
          or by dwellings and buildings in use for business.

          “Right-of Way”:  The privilege of the immediate use of the street or highway.

          “Roadway”:  That portion of a street or highway between the regularly established curb  
          lines or that part devoted to a vehicular traffic.

          “Sidewalk”:  That portion of a street between the curb lines and the adjacent property  
          lines. 

          “Street or Highway”:  Every way set apart for public travel, except footpaths.

          “Traffic”:  Pedestrians, ridden animals, herded animals and vehicles while using any street  
          for the purpose of travel.

          “Traffic Control Signal”:  Any device using colored lights, or words, or any combination  
          thereof, whether manually, electrically, or mechanically operated, by which traffic is  
          alternately directed to stop and to proceed. 

          “Vehicle”:  Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be  
          transported or drawn upon a public highway, excepting devices moved by human power or  
          used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

10-1-2 Police to Direct Traffic

          It shall be the duty of the Police Department of this City to enforce the provisions 
of this title.  Officers of the Police Department are hereby authorized to direct all traffic, 
either in person or by means of visible or audible signal, in conformance with the 
provisions of this title: provided that in the event of a fire or other emergency to expedite 
traffic or safeguard pedestrians, officers of the Police or Fire Department may direct 
traffic, as conditions may require, notwithstanding the provisions of this title.
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10-1-3 Chief of Police Authorized to Adopt Emergency Regulations 

          The Chief of Police is hereby empowered to make and enforce regulations 
necessary to make effective the provisions of this title and to make temporary 
regulations to cover emergencies or special conditions; provided that any such 
regulations are not inconsistent with the provisions of this title.

10-1-4 Obedience to Police 

          It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse or fail to comply with any lawful order, 
signal or direction of a police officer.

10-1-5 Public Employees to Obey Traffic Regulations 

A. The provisions of this title shall apply to the operator of any vehicle owned by 
or used in the service of the U.S. Government, this State, County or City and it 
shall be unlawful for any such operator to violate any of the provisions of this 
title, except as otherwise permitted in this title.

B. The provisions of this title regulating the movement, parking and standing of 
vehicles shall not apply to authorized emergency vehicles as defined in this 
title, while the operator of such vehicle is operating the same in an emergency 
in the necessary performance of public duties.  This exemption shall not, 
however, protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequences of a 
reckless disregard for the safety of others.

10-1-6 Persons Propelling Push-Carts or Riding Bicycles or Animals Shall Obey 
Traffic   Regulations

          Any person propelling any push-cart or riding a bicycle or an animal upon a 
roadway and every person driving any animal, shall be subject to the provisions of this 
title applicable to the operator of any vehicle, except those provisions of this title with 
reference to the equipment of vehicles and except those provisions which by their very 
nature can have no application.

Chapter 10-2 Operation of Vehicles

10-2-1 Driver’s Permit Required

          It shall be unlawful for any person who is a resident of this State to drive or 
operate upon any of the streets or highways within the City of Mobridge any motor 
vehicle without first having secured and having in his/her possession a permit to do so 
issued by the State of South Dakota under the provisions of SDCL 32-12 or any acts 
amendable there to.

10-2-2 Age of Operator 

          No person under the age of fourteen years shall operate a motor vehicle upon the 
streets of the City of Mobridge unless such person is accompanied by the owner of the 
motor vehicle being operated.
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10-2-3 Permitting Minor Under 14 to Operate Vehicle 

          It shall be unlawful for the owner of any motor vehicle to permit any person under 
the age of fourteen years to operate such motor vehicle unless such person is 
accompanied by the owner of said vehicle of has secured a learner’s permit or a limited 
license from the Department of Motor Vehicles.

10-2-4 Drive on Right Side of Street

          Upon all streets, except one-way streets, the operator of a vehicle shall operate the 
same upon the right half of the street and shall drive a slow moving vehicle as closely as 
possible to the right-hand edge or curb of a street unless it is impracticable to travel on 
such side of the street and except when overtaking and passing another vehicle subject 
to the limitations applicable to overtaking and passing set forth in this title.

          The foregoing provision of this section shall not be deemed to prevent the marking 
of lanes for traffic upon any street and the allocation of designated lanes to traffic moving 
in particular direction or at designated speeds.

10-2-5  Overtaking

          The operator of any vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction shall pass at a safe distance to the left thereof, but only when such left side is 
clearly visible and is free from oncoming traffic for sufficient distance ahead to permit 
such overtaking and passing to be made in safety and shall not cut in front of the 
overtaken vehicle until safely clear of the same; except that this provision shall not apply 
to highways which have been laned for travel.

10-2-6 Limitations on Privileges of Overtaking and Passing

The operator of a vehicle shall not drive to the left side of a centerline of the 
traversable roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction unless such left side is clearly visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a 
sufficient distance ahead to permit such overtaking and passing to be made in safety.

          The operator of a vehicle shall not overtake and pass any other vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction at any intersection of streets, expect that this provision 
shall not apply at intersections where traffic is controlled by traffic control signals or by 
police officers.

          The operator of a vehicle shall not overtake and pass any other vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction on any curve.

          The operator shall not overtake any other vehicle proceeding in the same direction 
in any "no passing zone" and the Chief of Police is hereby authorized to designate such 
no-passing zones by the painting of or placing of double lines in the center of said street 
and any zone or any street in the City of Mobridge where double lines, or lanes have 
been painted or placed in the center of such street, shall be and is hereby designated as 
no-passing zones and no operator of any vehicle shall pass any other vehicle
proceeding in the same direction, in said zone.
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10-2-7 Operator To Give Way to Overtaking Vehicle

The operator of a vehicle on a street shall not deviate form his/her direct line of 
travel without ascertaining that such movement can be made with safety to other 
vehicles approaching from the rear and about to overtake and pass such first-mentioned 
vehicle.

          The operator of a vehicle upon a street about to be overtaken and passed by 
another vehicle approaching form the rear shall give way consistent with safety upon 
suitable and audible signal being given by the operator of the overtaking vehicle, and 
shall not increase the speed of his vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking 
vehicle.

10-2-8  General Provisions for the Safe Operation of Motor Vehicles

1.  The operator of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely 
than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard to the speed of such vehicles 
and the traffic upon, and condition of, the highway.

2.  The operator of a vehicle shall not drive within any sidewalk area except at a 
permanent or temporary driveway.

3.  Upon the approach of any authorized emergency vehicle or vehicles giving 
audible signals by bell, siren or exhaust whistle, the operator of every other vehicle 
shall immediately drive the same to a position as near as possible and parallel to 
the right hand edge or curb of the street, clear of any intersection, and shall stop 
and remain in such position until the authorized emergency vehicle or vehicles shall 
have passed, unless otherwise directed by a police officer.

4.  It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle, other than the one on official 
business, to follow closer than 500 hundred feet of fire apparatus traveling in 
response to a fire alarm, or to drive into or stop any vehicle within the block where 
fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm.

5.  No person having control or charge of a motor vehicle shall allow such a vehicle 
to stand on any street unattended without first setting the brakes thereon and 
stopping the motor of said vehicle.

6.  It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to drive between the vehicles 
comprising a funeral procession while they are in motion.  This provision shall not 
apply to intersections where traffic is controlled by traffic control signals or police 
officers.

7.  It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to back such vehicle around a 
corner at an intersection, or into an intersection of public streets.

8.  It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to drive the same when there 
are in the front seat of such vehicle more than three adult persons or when in any 
other manner it is so loaded so as to obstruct the view of the operator to the front or 
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sides or to interfere with the operator's control over the driving mechanism of the 
vehicle.

9. No vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of the Fire Department 
when laid on any street or private driveway to be used at any fire or alarm of 
fire, without the consent of the Fire Chief or Fire Department official in 
command.

10-2-9 Irresponsible Driving

          Any person who drives any vehicle within the city limits of Mobridge, or the 
adjoining jurisdictional area in a reckless or careless manner endangering or likely to 
endanger any person or property is guilty of violating this ordinance.

          Any person who drives a vehicle in such a manner that creates or causes 
unnecessary engine noise, tire squeal, skid or slide upon acceleration or stopping, 
simulates a temporary race, or that causes a vehicle to unnecessarily turn abruptly or 
sway, or shall unnecessarily block or hinder the free travel of other vehicles shall be 
guilty of exhibition driving.

          Driving in a careless or reckless manner, or exhibition driving, shall, upon 
conviction, be punished by a fine of not less that $100 or more than $200, or 
imprisonment in the County Jail for not more than ten days, or both a fine and 
imprisonment.

10-2-10  Keep to the Right in Crossing Intersection of Railroads

          In crossing an intersection of highways or the intersection of a highway by a 
railroad right-of-way, except upon a one-way street, the operator of a vehicle shall at all 
times cause such vehicle to travel on the right half of the highway unless such right half 
is obstructed or impassable. 

10-2-11 Meeting of Vehicles

          Operators of vehicles proceeding in opposite direction shall pass each other to the 
right, each giving to the other at least one half of the main traveled portion of the 
roadway as nearly as possible.
          Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked lanes 
for traffic the following rules in addition to all others consistent herewith shall apply.
          A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical entirely within a single lane and 
shall not be moved from such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such 
movement can be made with safety.

10-2-12 Driving on Divided Highways

          Whenever any highway has been divided into two roadways by leaving an 
intervening space or by a physical barrier or clearly indicated dividing section so 
constructed as to impede vehicular traffic, every vehicle shall be driven over, across, or 
within any such dividing space, barrier or section, except through an opening in such 
physical barrier or dividing section or space or at a crossover or intersection established 
by public authority.
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10-2-13 Right-of-Way at Intersection

          Subject to the exceptions stated in the next succeeding section, the right-of-way 
rule as between vehicles at intersections is hereby declared as follows:

A. The operator of a vehicle approaching the intersection shall yield the right-of-         
way to a vehicle which has fully entered the intersection.

B. When two vehicles approach an intersection at approximately the same time, 
the operator of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle 
on the right.

C. The operator of any vehicle traveling at an unlawful speed shall forfeit any      
right-of-way, which he may otherwise have hereunder.

10-2-14 Right-of-Way, Left Turn

          The Driver of a vehicle within an intersection intending to turn to the left shall yield 
the right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction which is within 
the intersection or so close thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard, but said driver 
having so yielded and having given a signal with and as required, may make such left 
turn and the drivers of all other vehicles approaching the intersection from said opposite 
direction shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle making the left turn.

10-2-15 Exceptions to Right-of-Way Rule

The operator of a vehicle entering a public street shall yield the right-of-way to 
authorized emergency vehicles when the latter are operated upon official business and 
the operators thereof sound audible signal by bell, siren or exhaust whistle.  This 
provision shall not relieve the operator of an emergency vehicle from the duty to drive 
with due regard for the safety of all persons using the street, nor shall it protect the 
operator of any such vehicle from the consequence of an arbitrary exercise of such right-
of-way.

10-2-16 Stop – Alley or Private Driveway
          

The operator of a vehicle emerging from an alley, driveway or building shall stop 
such vehicle immediately prior to driving onto a sidewalk area extending across any 
alleyway.

10-2-17 Stop – Through Streets

          Every operator of a vehicle or other conveyance traversing any street intersecting 
any through street as designated by Ordinance, shall bring such vehicle or conveyance 
to a full stop at the place within fifteen feet where such street meets the prolongation of 
the nearest property line of such through street, subject, however, to the direction of any 
traffic control signs or signal or any police officer at such intersection.

          The vehicle entering a through highway where there is a stop sign must yield at 
the right-of-way to all vehicles which are either within the intersection, or so close thereto 
as to constitute an immediate hazard.



136

          The Chief of Police is hereby authorized and required to place and maintain or 
cause to be placed and maintained on each and every street intersecting a through 
street designated above, and at or near the property line of the through street, 
appropriate signs upon the street, and in addition there to, may place and maintain any 
appropriate devices or marks in the roadway, such signs, devices or marks to bear the 
word “Stop” and to be located in such a position and to be provided with letters of a size 
to be clearly legible from a distance of at least 100 feet along the street intersecting the 
through street.  All such signs shall be illuminated t night or so placed as to be 
illuminated by streetlights or by the headlights of approaching motor vehicles.

10-2-18 Signs at Other Intersections

          The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to place and maintain or caused to be 
placed and maintained at the intersection of any street or alley with any other street 
where in his/her discretion traffic conditions justify such action; appropriate signs bearing 
the word” Stop”, “Yield”, or other appropriate sign.  Said sign shall be located in such a 
manner and be of such a size as to be clearly legible from a distance of 100 feet along 
said street or alley intersecting such stop street and shall illuminate at night or shall be 
placed so as to be illuminated by street lights or headlights of approaching vehicles.

10-2-19 Stopping at Railroad Stop Signs or Signals

          All automatic or manually operated traffic signs at railway crossings in the City of 
Mobridge are hereby adopted as official traffic signs or signals.  The operator of any 
vehicle shall heed the sign.  A stop sign shall constitute the vehicle operator to make a 
full and complete stop.

          Should a crossing become dangerous, signs placed by the Chief of Police shall be 
heeded, being it a stop or caution sign.  Should the crossing sign be a stop sign, it shall 
be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle to fail to stop within fifty feet, but not less than 
ten feet from such crossing.

10-2-20 Turning at Intersections

A. Right Turn:  The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the right at an 
intersection or into an alley or driveway shall approach the point of turning in 
the line of traffic nearest the right hand edge or curb of the street, and in 
turning shall keep as closely as practicable to the right hand curb or edge of 
the street.

B. Turning Left:  The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the left at an 
intersection or into a driveway shall approach the point of turning lane of traffic 
to the right of and next to the center of the roadway, and unless otherwise 
directly by ‘turning markers” the operator of a vehicle in turning left at an 
intersection shall pass to the right of the center of the intersection before 
turning.  Upon streets laned for traffic and upon on –way streets, a left turn 
shall be made only from the left lane of traffic

C. Turning Markers:  The Police Chief is hereby authorized to place turning; 
markers within or at the entrance of intersections, directing that traffic turning 
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left shall follow a line of travel other than as directed in Subdivision B of this 
section.  Whenever turning markers have been placed as herein provided, 
traffic turning left shall follow the line as directed by such markers.

D. Turning left on “Go” Signal:  The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the 
left at an intersection where traffic is controlled by traffic control signals or by 
police officer, shall proceed to make such left turn with proper care to avoid 
accident and upon the green or “Go” signal, unless otherwise directed by a 
police officer.

10-2-21 U-Turn at Intersections

          At any intersection where traffic is controlled by a traffic control signal or a police 
officer, or where warned by an official traffic control sign displaying the words” No U-
turn” or “No Left Turn”, it shall be unlawful for the operator of a vehicle to turn such 
vehicle at the intersection in a complete circle, or so as to proceed in the opposite 
direction or to make a left turn.

10-2-22 Turning Around in Midblock Prohibited

          The operator of a vehicle shall not turn such vehicle so as to proceed in the 
opposite direction except at an intersection.

10-2-23 Turning Movements and Required Signals

A. No person shall turn a vehicle at an intersection unless the vehicle is in proper 
position upon the roadway as required in Section 10-2-35 of this chapter, or turn 
a vehicle to enter a private road or driveway or otherwise turn a vehicle from a 
direct course or move right or left upon a road unless and until such movement 
can be made with reasonable safety.  No person shall so turn any vehicle 
without first giving an appropriate signal in the hereinafter provided in the event 
any other traffic may be affected by such movement.

B. A signal of intention to turn right or left when required shall be given 
continuously during not less than the last 100 feet of travel by the vehicle before 
turning. 

C. No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first 
giving an appropriate signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any 
vehicle immediately to the rear when there is opportunity to give such signal.

D. The driver of any vehicle which is stopped as close as practicable at the 
entrance to a crosswalk and to the far right side of the roadway, then at the 
entrance to the intersection in obedience to a red or stop signal, may make a 
right turn but shall yield the right of way to any pedestrian and other traffic 
proceeding as directed by the signal at the intersection.

10-2-24 Signals By Hand and Arm or Signal  Device

Any stop or turn signal when required shall be given either by means of the hand 
and arm or standard approved mechanical signal device, but when a vehicle is 
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so constructed or loaded that a hand-and-arm signal would not be visible both to 
the front and rear of such vehicle then said signals must be given by such signal 
device.

10-2-25 Method of Giving Hand-Arm Signals

          All signals herein required given by hand-and-arm shall be given from the left side 
of the vehicle in the following manner and such signals shall indicate as follows:

1. Left Turn – Hand and arm extended
2. Right Turn – Hand and arm extended upward
3. Stop or decrease speed – hand and arm extended downward

10-2-26 City Council May Prohibit Use of Certain Streets

          A.  That Grand Crossing Boulevard, Railroad Street, First Avenue East from railroad        
               Street to Grand Crossing Boulevard and all of Fourth Avenue East; and First  
               Avenue West from Railroad Street to Grand Crossing Boulevard and Sixth and   
               Seventh Avenues West from Railroad Street to Grand Crossing Boulevard are    
               hereby designated as truck routes, being public streets and right of way upon which
               truck traffic is permitted.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to drive a truck tractor and trailer, upon any of 
the public streets within the corporate limits of the City of Mobridge, SD, not 
designated as a truck route under Section A, except for the delivery or picking up of 
merchandise within said area, and he/she shall then drive to the point of delivery or 
pickup by the shortest and most accessible route.  (822ORD2005)

C. The City Council by motion duly passed and adopted may fix temporary or 
      permanent load limits upon any street, alley or public right of way within the  
      corporate limits of the City of Mobridge and upon the posting thereof it shall be     
      unlawful for any truck, truck tractor or other vehicle to travel upon said street, alley      
      or public right of way in excess of the load limit as posted.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to park a truck, truck tractor, truck tractor and 
      trailer or any other vehicle having a rating of one ton or more upon any street, alley       
      or public right of way not designated as a truck route under Section A of this 

                      ordinance except for such time as maybe reasonably necessary to load or unload  
                      merchandise hauled into or removed from such area, streets and/or alleys or other          
                      public rights of way, and to conduct the necessary business in connection             
                      therewith.  Off street parking of such vehicles in said area may be permitted by 
                      special permit issued by the Chief of Police.  (822ORD2005)

E. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motorized vehicle on the walking 
trail adjacent to Lake Oahe. (822ORD2005)

F.   Any person, firm or corporation violating any provisions of this Section shall be 
deemed Guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall upon conviction thereof, be punished by a 
fine of $200.00 or imprisonment in the County Jail not to exceed 30 days, or by such 
fine and imprisonment.  Each and every violation of the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall constitute a separate offense. (822ORD2005)
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10-2-27 - Dynamic braking prohibited:

a) Defined. Dynamic braking device (commonly referred to as Jacobs Brakes, engine 
retarders, or Jake Brakes)
means a device used primarily on trucks for the conversion of the engine from an 
internal combustion engine to an air compressor for the purpose of braking 
without the use of wheel brakes. 
(b) Dynamic braking devices prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
drive or be in actual physical control of any motor vehicle with a dynamic braking 
device engaged except for the aversion of imminent danger. 
(c) Public emergency response vehicles exception. Any public emergency 
response vehicle equipped with a dynamic braking device will be allowed to use 
such device during a response to an emergency situation. 
(d) Violations.  Any violation shall be subject to the general penalty set forth in 
Section 13-1-1. (2004ORD804)

CHAPTER 10-3 – PARKING LOTS

10-3-1 Parking Lots – Municipal

A. No vehicle shall be parked for a longer period of time than twenty-four hours at 
any one location in any public parking lot owned, operated or under the control 
of the City.

B. All vehicles parked in said public parking lots shall be parked at an angle to the 
curb in said lots as indicated by marks, signs or lines placed in said lots, with 
the front wheel touching the curb.

C. No truck, wagon, automobile, or other vehicle of a greater over-all length of 
more than twenty feet or eight feet in width shall at any time be parked in any of 
said parking lots except Wrigley Square.

D. No person shall sell or offer for sale from wagons, automobiles, trucks, or other 
vehicles or from stands, within any of said parking lots, any fruits, vegetables, 
produce, goods, ware or merchandise of any kind or character.

E. Any vehicle parked in violation of the provisions of this chapter may be removed 
from said parking lot by the Police Department and placed in public storage, 
and the owner thereof, in addition to the fines and penalties provided by this 
chapter, shall pay the charges for towing and storage of said vehicle so 
removed by the Police Department.

10-3-2 Parking Lots- Meters

          The City Council may place parking meters of such type as they may determine in 
any parking lots owned, operated or under the control of the City, and the City Council 
may by resolution provide for a schedule of fees to be charged for parking automobiles 
or other vehicles upon any parking lot owned, operated or under the control of the City of 
Mobridge and may by such resolution make regulations relative to the use of such 
parking lot.
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10-3-3  Parking-Private Property

          No person shall, without permission of the owner or lessee of any private property, 
leave or park any motor vehicle thereon if there is in plain view on such property a sign 
stating "No Parking".

          If on any private property there is displayed a sign or signs restricting parking 
thereon to certain classes of persons or restricting the length of time for which a motor 
vehicle may be there parked, or stating restrictions both as to length of time for parking 
and classes of persons who may park, no person without specific permission of the 
owner or lessee of such property shall leave or park any motor vehicle thereon for a 
longer time than stated in such sign not unless the operator of such motor vehicle fall 
within the classification to which parking is permitted by such sign.

          Any violation of the above provisions shall constitute illegal parking and upon 
being notified of such illegal parking by the owner or lessee of such property, the Police 
Department may remove from said private property and place in public storage such 
illegally parked vehicles and the owner thereof shall pay the charges for towing and 
storage of said vehicle so removed by the Police Department in like manner as provided 
by this Ordinance.    

10-3-4 Penalty

          Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this chapter shall upon first 
conviction thereof be punished by a fine set by the court, or be imprisoned for a term not 
exceeding thirty (30) days in a place provided by the municipality for detention of 
prisoners, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and each such illegal parking shall be 
deemed a separate and distinct offense.

CHAPTER 10-4- PARKING, STOPPING

10-4-1  Parking and Stopping Prohibited in Certain Places

          It shall be unlawful for the operator of a vehicle to stop, stand or park such a 
vehicle on any of the following places, except when necessary to avoid conflict with 
other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic control sign or 
signal.
          1.  Within an intersection
          2.  On a crosswalk
          3.  Within fifteen feet of inside boundary line of the sidewalk is in place, within 

twenty-five feet of the intersecting roadway, but this provision shall not apply to 
alleys.

          4.  Within fifteen feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station, or directly across 
the  street from such entrance       

          5.  Within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant
          6.  In front of a private driveway  
          7.  On a sidewalk
          8.  Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such stopping, 
          standing or parking would obstruct traffic.
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          9.  Against direction of traffic
          10.  In such a manner or under such conditions as leave available less than ten 

feet of the width of the roadway for free movement of vehicular traffic except that 
this provision shall not apply to the operator of a vehicle stopping momentarily 
during the actual loading or unloading of passengers if such stopping does not 
actually impede traffic.

          
10-4-2 Parking-Limited Time

          The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to designate certain spaces adjacent to 
any government, state, municipal, or other public building or any space in the business 
zone, not metered, as either ten or fifteen minute parking zones, and It shall be unlawful 
for any person to park any vehicle in any such zone so designated for a longer period 
than indicated by the signs, and it shall be the duty of the Chief of Police to erect and 
maintain at the ends of such zones adequate sign indicating the limitation for parking 
accordance with the provisions of the section.

10-4-3 Loading Zones

          The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to designate a certain space or zone in 
each block and area or on any street in the City of Mobridge not exceeding 72 feet in 
any one block to be known as a passenger or loading or unloading zone in which zone 
so designated it shall be unlawful to park any vehicle, except for the purpose of loading 
or unloading zone in which zone so designated it shall be unlawful to park any vehicle, 
except for the purpose of loading or unloading merchandise or passengers between the 
hours of 9:00 o'clock a.m. and 6:00 o'clock p.m. on any day excepting Sundays and 
holidays and it shall be the duty of the Chief of Police to erect and maintain at the ends 
of each zone appropriate signs with the words "Loading or passenger Zone" "No Parking 
between the hours of 9:00 O'clock a.m. and 6:00 o'clock p.m. excepting Sundays and 
holidays"

10-4-4  Taxicab Stands, Bus Stands

          The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to designate at such places as he deems 
proper cab or bus stands and shall erect in such zones or stands adequate signs 
indicating the extent of such zone, and it shall be unlawful for any vehicle other than a 
licensed taxicab or bus to park in any such area.

10-4-5 No Parking Zones
          The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to establish “No Parking”
zones or areas upon one or both sides of any street or avenue when parking 
in such parking zones or areas would, in his or her opinion, interfere with 
traffic, create a hazardous condition, or be contrary to the public interest.

          Any such zones or areas shall be indicated by signs placed at the ends 
of each such restricted area or zones designated “No Parking Between 
Signs” or by painting the curb adjacent thereto with a solid yellow stripe, and 
no person shall park a vehicle in any such area or zone in violation of any 
such sign or yellow marking.
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          Wherever in any street or avenue of the City the curb is painted with a 
solid yellow stripe by, or under the direction of, the Chief of Police, such stripe 
or marking shall indicate a “No Parking” area or zone it shall be unlawful for 
any person to park a vehicle adjacent to such marking.

10-4-6- Alleys

          It shall be unlawful for any person to park any vehicle in any public alley 
within the zone of the fire limits of the City of Mobridge, as may now or may 
hereafter be fixed by ordinance of the City of Mobridge except that trucks and 
other vehicles may stop in such alleys for the purpose of erecting and 
maintaining signs at the entrance of such alleys, where parking is prohibited as 
designated by the provisions of this section.

10-4-7 Parking –Theaters

          It shall be unlawful for any person to park any vehicle in that portion of the 
street immediately adjacent to and in front of any theater or moving picture house 
and the extent of such restricted parking area shall be marked out by the Chief of 
Police and he shall erect and maintain “No Parking” signs at the ends of such 
restricted areas.

10-4-8 Parking-Double Parking

         It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to stop, stand or park such 
vehicle on the roadway side of any other vehicle stopped or parked at the edge of the 
curb of a street except temporarily engaged in the loading or unloading of passengers or 
materials.

10-4-9 Parking – Snow Removal

          In order that the Street Department may efficiently clean the streets and 
avenues in the City of Mobridge, it shall be unlawful for any person to park any 
vehicle on any city street after a snowfall of three inches or more until the City 
has plowed the streets.  Any vehicle not removed before the City has plowed 
may be cited for a violation of this section.  Any vehicle not removed within 12 
hours after the City has plowed the streets, may be towed. 

          Any vehicle parked in violation of any of the provisions of this section 
may be removed by the Police Department or the Street Department and the 
owner thereof, in addition to the other penalties prescribed for the violation of a 
city ordinance, shall be required to pay the cost of towing, removal and storage 
of said vehicle.  (2001 ORD 775, 2000 ORD 773)

10-4-10 Snow Removal – Obstruction of View
          No person shall pile, accumulate, or permit snow piles or other objects to 
obstruct the view of a public street within any of the following areas:

1. Between a public street and the adjacent sidewalk.
2. The area between a public street and 13 feet back from the public street.
3. Within 25 feet from the corner of any intersecting streets or alleys.
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          For the purpose of this ordinance, accumulations of snow in excess of 4 feet high 
shall be deemed obstructing the view of a public street.  Any violation of this ordinance 
shall subject the violator to the penalties set forth in these ordinances, and in addition 
shall be deemed a continuing nuisance and shall be abated by the City and the cost of 
such abatement shall be assessed to the abutting lot, piece, or parcel of land.  (1996 
ORD 730; 9.0206)

10-4-11 Parallel and Diagonal Parking
          No vehicle shall be parked on any street unless such vehicle be parked parallel to 
the curb headed in the direction of the traffic, with the curbside wheels of the vehicle 
within twelve inches of the curb and no closer than four feet to any other vehicle, front or 
rear, except upon those streets designated or marked for angle parking where vehicles 
shall be parked at an angle to the curb indicated by such marks or signs, with the front 
wheel touching the curb.

10-4-12 Removal of Cars Illegally Parked
         

 Any vehicle parked in violation of this chapter may be removed from the streets 
by the police Department and placed in public storage, and the owner thereof, in addition 
to the fines and penalties provided in this title, shall pay the charges for towing and 
storage of said vehicle so removed.  All money so collected by the Police Department 
shall be immediately deposited with the City Finance Officer.  Neither the City of 
Mobridge nor any person shall have any liability for any damage, which may be done to 
any motor vehicle, or other vehicle so removed, as long as reasonable care is used in 
removing such motor vehicle.

The Police Department may issue a tag for violation in lieu of removal of the said 
vehicle, and such offense shall constitute a misdemeanor under these ordinances.  
(2001 ORD 774)

10-4-13 Unloading of Merchandise – Permits

A. The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to issue, to any owner of a vehicle 
used to transport merchandise or materials, a special permit, renewable 
annually, and to state therein the terms and conditions thereof, allowing the 
operator of such vehicle the privilege of loading or unloading while the vehicle 
is backed against the curb if in the opinion of the Chief of Police such privilege 
is reasonably necessary to conduct of the owner’s business and will not 
seriously interfere with traffic.

B. In places where, and at hours when, stopping for the loading or unloading of  
               merchandise or materials is permitted, vehicles used for the transportation of            

   merchandise or materials may back into the curb to take on or discharge loads, 
when the owner of such vehicle holds a permit granting him such special 
privilege, and provided further that such permit shall be either in the possession 
of the operator or on the vehicle at the tome such vehicle is backed against the 
curb to take on or discharge a load, and it shall be unlawful for any owner or 
operator to violate any of the special terms or conditions of any such special 
permit.
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CHAPTER 10-5 – SIGNS AND SIGNALS

10-5-1 Signs and Signals – Type

A. The city Council shall by resolution determine and designate the character or 
type of all official traffic signs and signals; provided, that all traffic signs and 
signals now erected and in operation are hereby designated official traffic signs 
and signals. Subject to this selection, the Chief of Police is hereby authorized, 
and as to those signs and signals required hereunder, it shall be his or her duty, 
to place and maintain or cause to be placed and maintained all official traffic 
signs and signals.  All signs and signals required hereunder for a particular 
purpose shall be as approved by the City Council and as far as practicable, 
standard throughout the City.

B. No provisions of this title for which signs are required shall be enforceable 
against an alleged violator is, at the time and place of the alleged violation, the 
sign herein required is not in proper position and sufficiently legible to be seen 
by an ordinarily observant person. 

10-5-2 Obedience to Traffic Signs and Signals

It shall be unlawful for any operator to disobey the instructions of any official 
traffic sign or signal upon the street placed in accordance with the provisions of this title, 
unless otherwise directed by a police officer. 

10-5-3 Traffic Control Signals

Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic control signals exhibiting successively one 
at a time, the color green for go, yellow or amber for caution, red for stop, or flashing 
signals, traffic shall be regulated and controlled thereby as follows:

A.  Green means go.  Vehicular traffic facing a green signal may proceed 
straight through or may turn right or left if said traffic control signal is at an 
intersection, unless such turn at such place be otherwise prohibited, but vehicular 
traffic shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and pedestrians, lawfully within 
the roadway intersection or facing the green signal may proceed across the 
roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk. 

B.  Yellow, or Amber, when used following the green signal means caution.  
Vehicular traffic facing yellow or amber signal shall stop before entering the 
nearest crosswalk, except that if such stop cannot be made in safety, a vehicle 
may be driven cautiously through the roadway, intersection or crosswalk 
controlled by said signal.  Pedestrians facing the yellow or amber signal are 
thereby advised that there is not enough time to cross the roadway and they shall 
remain on the curb line and not proceed across the roadway controlled by said 
signal until the next green signal appears. 

C.  Red means stop.  Vehicular traffic facing the red signal shall stop before 
entering the nearest crosswalk at an intersection or at a limit line when marked, 
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and shall remain standing and shall not enter the intersection or roadway to the 
front until the green signal is shown.  Pedestrians facing the red signal shall not 
proceed across the roadway to the front until the next green signal appears.

D.  A flashing red signal means stop.  Vehicular traffic facing the flashing red 
signal shall first stop before entering the nearest crosswalk at an intersection or 
at a limit line when marked, and then proceed with caution and with regard to the 
rules of right-of-way.

E.  A flashing yellow or amber signal means caution.  Vehicular traffic facing 
the flashing yellow or amber signal may proceed through the intersection or pass 
such signal only with caution.

10-5-4 Display of Unauthorized Signs and Signals Prohibited

It shall be unlawful for any person to place or maintain or to display upon or in 
view of any street any unofficial sign, signal or device which purports to regulate or to 
curtail parking or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic, or for any person to 
paint marking or legends upon any curb or curbing, purporting to indicate a restricted or 
limited parking zone and every such prohibited sign, signal, device or marking is hereby 
declared to be a public nuisance, and the Chief of Police is hereby empowered to 
remove the same or cause it to be removed without notice.

10-5-5 Interference with Signs and Signals Prohibited

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully deface, injure, move, obstruct or 
interfere with any official traffic sign or signal. 

10-5-6 City Council Authorized to Designate Crosswalks

The City Council is hereby authorized and empowered to establish and to 
designate and shall thereafter maintain, by appropriate devices, marks or lines upon the 
surface of the roadway, crosswalks approximately equal in width to the adjacent 
sidewalk at all intersections where in its opinion there is particular danger to pedestrians 
crossing the roadway.

10-5-7 City Council Authorized to Designate Safety Zones and Lanes for Traffic

A.  The City Council is hereby empowered to establish safety zones of such kind 
and character and at such places, as it may deem necessary for the protection of 
pedestrians.

B.  The City Council is also authorized to mark lanes for traffic on street 
pavements at such places as it may deem advisable, consistent with the 
provisions of this title.

C.  The City Council is authorized to make handicapped parking spaces available 
on any public street. 
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10-5-8 Curb Markings – Solid Yellow

Wherever in any street or avenue the curb is painted with a solid yellow stripe by 
or under the direction of the Chief of Police, such stripe or marking shall indicate a “No 
Parking” area or zone, and it shall be unlawful for any person to park a vehicle adjacent 
to such marking. 

10-5-9 Curb Markings – Broken Yellow 

Wherever in any street or avenue the curb is painted with a solid yellow stripe by 
or under the direction of the Chief of Police, such broken stripe or marking shall indicate 
a limited parking area or zone, the extent of such limitation to be indicated by signs at 
the end of each such limited area or zone and it shall be unlawful for any person to park 
a vehicle adjacent to such limited parking zone for a longer period than indicated upon 
said signs. 

10-5-10 No Left-Turn Signs

The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to place or have placed under his 
direction at any intersection and at such hours as he deems proper, signs indicating no 
left turn, and it shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to make a left turn at 
such intersection when such signs are in place. 

CHAPTER 10-6 – PEDESTRIANS 

10-6-1 Pedestrian’s Right-of Way

A. The operator of any vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing 
roadway within any marked cross walk or within any unmarked crosswalk at the 
end  of a block, except at intersections where the movement of traffic is being 
regulated by police officers or traffic control signals.

B. Whenever any vehicle has stopped at a marked crosswalk or at any 
intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross a roadway, it shall be unlawful for 
the operator of any other vehicle approaching from the rear to overtake and 
pass such stopped vehicle.

10-6-2  Crossing Streets

          It shall be unlawful for a pedestrian to cross a roadway at any point other than 
within a marked or unmarked crosswalk in the business district as defined in this title or 
on any federal highway.

10-6-3  Pedestrians Rights and Duties at Controlled Intersections

          Whenever stop signals or flashing red signals are in place at an intersection or a 
marked crosswalk between intersections the pedestrians shall have the right-of-way over 
drivers of vehicles and at such marked places drivers of vehicles shall stop before 
entering the nearest crosswalk and any pedestrian within or entering the crosswalk at 
either edge of the roadway shall have the right-of-way over any vehicle so stopped.
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          The driver of a vehicle shall stop before entering any crosswalk when any vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction is stopped at such crosswalk for a purpose of 
permitting a pedestrian to cross.

10-6-4  Pedestrians to Obey Traffic Signals

          At intersections where traffic is directed by a policeman or stop-and-go signals, it
shall be unlawful for any pedestrian to cross the roadway other than with released traffic 
and pedestrians shall obey all traffic signals and directions.

10-6-5  Boarding or Alighting from Vehicles

          It shall be unlawful for any person to board or alight from any vehicle while such 
vehicle is in motion.

CHAPTER 10-7 - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

10-7-1  Railway Crossing - Blocking Streets

          It shall be unlawful for the directing officer or the operator of any railway train or 
car to direct the operation of or to operate the same in such manner as to prevent the 
use of any street for purposes of travel for a period of time no longer than five minutes, 
except this provision shall not apply to trains or cars in continuous motion.

10-7-2  Accident Reports - Personal Injury

          The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene or such accident or as close 
thereto as possible but shall then forthwith return to and in every event shall remain at 
the scene of the accident until he has fulfilled the requirements of Section 10-9-4.  Every 
such stop shall be made without obstructing traffic more than is necessary.

10-7-3  Accident Reports - Property Damage

          The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in vehicle damage only 
shall immediately stop at the scene and report such incident to the police.  The driver 
shall remain at the scene until they have fulfilled the requirements of section 10-7-4.  
Every stop shall be made without obstructing traffic as much as possible.

10-7-4  Accidents - Duty to Give Information

          The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person or damage to any vehicle which is driven or attended by any person shall 
give his or her name, address and the registration number of the vehicle he or she is 
driving, and shall upon request and if available, exhibit his or her operator's or 
chauffeur's license to the person struck or the driver or occupant of or person attending 
any vehicle collided with, and shall render to any person injured in such accident 
reasonably assistance, including the carrying, or the making of arrangements for the 
carrying of such person to a physician, surgeon or hospital for medical or surgical 
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treatment if it is apparent that such treatment is necessary or if such carrying is 
requested by the injured person. 

10-7-5  Accident - Unattended Vehicle

          The driver of any vehicle which collides with any vehicle which is unattended shall 
immediately stop and shall then locate and notify the operator or owner of such vehicle 
striking the unattended vehicle or shall leave in a conspicuous place in the vehicle struck 
a written notice giving name and address of the driver and of the owner of the vehicle 
doing the striking and a statement of the circumstances thereof.  Police are to be notified 
of any and all accidents taking place within the City limits of Mobridge.

10-7-6  Accident - Duty Upon Striking Fixtures

          The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to 
fixtures or other property legally upon or adjacent to a street shall take reasonable steps 
to locate and notify the owner or person in charge of such property of such fact and of 
his name and address and of the registration number of the vehicle he is driving and 
shall upon request and if available exhibit his operator's license and shall make report of 
such accident when and as required by ordinance or statute.

10-7-7  Immediate Notice of Accident

          The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any 
person or property damage to an apparent extent of $10.00 or more shall immediately by 
the quickest means of communication give notice of such accident to the police 
department.

10-7-8  Garage Keeper to Report Damaged Vehicles

          The person in charge of any garage or repair shop to which is brought any motor 
vehicle which shows evidence of having been involved in a serious accident or struck by 
any bullet shall report to the Police Department of the City within twenty-four hours after 
such motor vehicle is received, giving the engine number and the name and address of 
the owner or operator of such vehicle.

10-7-9  Evidence of Traffic Violations

          In any proceeding for violations of the provisions of this Title relating to the 
operation or parking of motor vehicles, the registration plate displayed on such motor 
vehicle shall constitute in evidence a prima facie presumption that the owner of such 
motor vehicle was the person who was operating or parked such vehicle at the point 
where such violation occurred.
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CHAPTER 10-8 SNOWMOBILES

10-8-1  Designation of Through and Access Routes

          That all snowmobiles operated and driven within the limits of the City of Mobridge, 
SD shall be driven and operated as herein provided.  The following public streets, alleys 
and rights of way are hereby designated as snowmobile through, access, and entrance 
and exit routes in the City of Mobridge, SD.  
          (A)  Through Routes:
          1.  Railroad Street from the West City limits to the East City limits.
          2.  Twelfth Street from the East City limits to the West City limits.
          3.  Seventh Avenue East from East Railroad Street North to Second Street East 
thence  East on Second Street East to the East City Limits.  
          (B)  Access Routes:
          All North-South Public alleys for use only by an owner, lessee or operator of a 
snowmobile to travel to or from his residence, business or snowmobile center and to the 
most accessible through route when leaving or returning to the City.

10-8-2  Unlawful Place of Travel - Emergencies

          It shall be unlawful to operate or drive a snowmobile on or upon any public street, 
alley or right of way in the City of Mobridge, SD except designated snowmobile through 
and/or access streets and alleys as herein designated under this Chapter; except, for 
emergency use in major use in major snowstorms, blizzards or other emergency 
conditions for required protection of the health and welfare of the City residents.
          All emergency use shall be under the direct supervision and control of the Chief of 
Police, Civil Defense Director, and/or other designated official and/or officer.  Emergency 
use and operation and use shall terminate as of the time designated by the officer in 
control, during such emergency operation.

10-8-3  Emergency Snowmobiles

          All snowmobiles used in emergency operations under this Chapter shall be 
equipped with headlights and taillights and the driver/operator shall have a valid South 
Dakota driver's license.  

10-8-4  Travel Prohibited on Public Streets, Alleys and Rights-of-Way

          A snowmobile shall not be driven or operated upon the public streets or alleys of 
the City of Mobridge, except the streets and alleys herein designated as through routes 
and access routes.  Travel on designated through routes and access routes may only be 
had by the operator of a snowmobile when necessary to travel, and then only by the 
shortest and most accessible route, to and from his residence, his business, a 
snowmobile service center or to and from the City limits.  
          Snowmobiles may not be operated or driven upon any public street or alley 
including designated through and access routes, or upon any private or public property 
within the City limits of the City of Mobridge, between the hours of 11:00 o'clock p.m. and 
7:00 o'clock a.m. the following day, except in the case of emergencies as herein 
provided.
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10-8-5  General Provisions for Snowmobiles

          A.  A snowmobile shall at no time be operated or driven within the City of 
Mobridge at a speed in excess of 15 miles per hours.  

          B.  Snowmobiles shall at all times abide by all traffic laws, rules and regulations for 
the travel of motor vehicles; and in addition thereto, must stop before entering or 
crossing any public street, alley, or street and alley intersection whether or not stop signs 
or electric controlled signs, shall be posted at said intersection. 

          C.  It shall be unlawful to drive or operate a snowmobile upon any City, School, or 
other public or private property at any time, with or without the permission of the owner, 
unless the operator shall first secure permission from the Chief of Police. 

          D.  It shall be unlawful to drive or operate a snowmobile upon any sidewalk or 
designated sidewalk space public or private, except for necessary crossing, in traveling 
through and access routes or in gaining access to and from the owner, or operator's 
residence, business or a snowmobile service center, or the City limits.  

          E.  It shall be unlawful to drive or operate a snowmobile in a careless or reckless 
manner, or in such a manner as to constitute exhibition driving, or in such a manner or at 
such a speed as would endanger other persons or property.

F.  It shall be unlawful to drive or operate a snowmobile while under the influence 
of intoxicating liquor or any other exhilarating or stupefying drug.

          G.  It shall be unlawful to drive or operate a snowmobile carrying a gun or any 
other firearm or firearms, either in or upon the snowmobile, or upon the person of any 
operator or any other persons riding therein.

          H.  It shall be unlawful to tow any person or objects, except a disabled 
snowmobile, or in the case of an emergency, and in such event the driver-operator, shall 
at all times use due care and caution for the safety of the person and/or object being 
towed, and in due regard of the rights and safety of other persons and property.

           I.  All snowmobiles operated within the City limits shall be equipped with and have 
in operation at all times while being driven within the City limits, mufflers, brakes, a dead-
man throttle and at least one headlight and taillight on.  

          J.  All snowmobiles being driven and operated on designated snowmobile through 
routes and access routes shall be required to display a red or orange pennant flag on a 
flexile antenna, or red antenna extending not less than five feet above the ground, to be 
mounted at the rear of said snowmobile.  The flag or pennant displayed shall be not less 
than six inches by nine inches and attached to the top of the antenna or rod.

          K.  It shall be unlawful for any owner or operator of a snowmobile to leave the 
same unattended while the motor is running and/or to leave the keys for starting the 
snowmobile in the ignition.
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10-8-6  Registration and Licensing

          All snowmobiles operated within the City of Mobridge shall have attached thereto 
a state license, and all owners of snowmobiles living within the City of Mobridge, shall, 
before operating said snowmobile within the City limits of said City, register the same 
with the Chief of Police.

10-8-7 Drivers License

No person shall be permitted to drive or operate a snowmobile within the City of 
Mobridge, South Dakota without having upon his person and in his possession a valid 
South Dakota motor vehicle driver’s license.

10-8-8 Declaring Emergencies

The Chief of Police, and/or mayor, shall, at all times have power and authority to 
declare an emergency and grant supervised emergency operation of snowmobiles as 
herein provided; and shall determine when such emergency terminates.

10-8-9 Special Permits

The City Council, by official action, taken at any regular or special meeting, may 
grant special permits for special use or operation of snowmobiles for any specific 
purpose or occasion, or upon any specific public property, or with the permission of the 
owner of private property, which special permit shall temporarily suspend the 
requirements of this Ordinance in so far as the privileges granted therein; and as the 
same shall relate to operation of snowmobiles by persons referred to in the permit.

10-8-10 Copies of Ordinance and Regulations

It shall be the duty of the City Finance Officer and Chief of Police to have 
available for distribution to all persons requesting same, printed copies of this Ordinance 
or any addition or amendment thereto; the Chief of Police shall deliver copies thereof to 
all snowmobile sales and service centers in the City of Mobridge, who shall deliver 
copies thereof to all purchasers and/or lessees of snowmobiles at the time of purchasing 
or leasing, and delivery of said machine to said purchaser or lesser.

10-8-11 Penalty for Violation

Any person or persons violating any of the provisions of this Ordinance or failing 
to comply with the provisions thereof, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and 
shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not to exceed $200.00, or both such 
fine and imprisonment, and, the Court at its discretion may suspend the driving and 
operating of a snowmobile privilege of said person in the City of Mobridge, for a period of 
time not to exceed 60 days.
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CHAPTER 10-9 SPEED

10-9-1 General Restrictions 

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive a vehicle on a street or highway at a 
speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions then existing or at a 
speed in excess of those fixed by this chapter or established by the City Council as 
hereinafter set forth. (1998 ORD 749)

10-9-2 Speed Zones- Establishment

A. The City Council is authorized and empowered to determine and establish upon any 
street or highway within the City or any part thereof, limited speed zones which 
speed limit shall constitute the maximum speed at which any person may drive or 
operate any vehicle upon zone, street or highway or portion thereof so zoned, and on 
which highway the maximum speed permissible in said zone has been 
conspicuously posted by signs adopted by the City Council.

B. The beginning and end of such limited speed zones shall be indicated by signs 
showing the speed limit.

The City Council may change the speed limit or the extent of any such limited speed 
zone at any time they may deem necessary. (1998 ORD 749)

10-9-3 Speed- Limitations

Where no special hazard exists on any section of a street or highway which 
section is not zoned and posted as hereinbefore provided, the following speeds shall be 
lawful, but any speed in excess of said limits shall be unlawful and shall be prima facie 
evidence that the speed is not reasonable or prudent

A. Fifteen miles an hour when approaching within fifty feet of any railway when the 
driver’s view is obstructed. A driver’s view shall be deemed to be obstructed when at 
any time during the last two hundred feet of his approach to such crossing he does 
not have a clear and uninterrupted view of such railway for a distance of four 
hundred feet in each direction of such crossing.

B. Fifteen miles an hour when passing a school house or grounds during recess or 
while children are going to or leaving school during opening or closing hours.

C. Fifteen miles an hour when approaching within fifty feet and in traversing an 
intersection of highways when the driver’s view is obstructed. A driver’s view shall be 
deemed to be obstructed when at any time during the last fifty feet of his approach to 
such intersection, he does not have a clear and uninterrupted view of such 
intersection and of the traffic upon all of the highways entering such intersection for a 
distance of two hundred feet from such intersection; provided, however, that this 
restriction shall not apply to through streets where intersection stop signs are posted. 
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D. Fifteen miles an hour in any public park; provided, that the Park Board or other local 
authority may, by duly posted notices, fix a lower rate, in which case such rate of 
speed as so posted shall not be exceeded.

E. Twenty miles an hour on any street or highway, either in the business or residential 
district, except as may be herein increased or modified, provided, that the City 
Council may, by duly posted notices, fix a lower rate, in which case such rate of 
speed as so posted shall not be exceeded.  Five miles an hour on any alley.   (2007 
ORD849) (2006 ORD 837)

F. It shall be prima facie unlawful for any person to exceed any of the foregoing speed 
limitations except that the City Council is hereby authorized in its discretion to 
increase the speed which shall be prima facie lawful upon certain portions of federal 
highways as required by federal regulations, provided that there shall be placed 
adequate signs giving notice of such special regulations.

G. The speed limits set out in this section shall not apply to authorized emergency 
vehicles when responding to emergency calls provided that the driver thereof shall 
sound audible signals by siren or horn. This provision shall not relieve the driver of 
an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety 
of all persons using the street. (1998 ORD 749)

CHAPTER 10-10 CONDITION OF VEHICLES

10-10-1 Muffler Cutouts Regulated

A. No person shall drive a motor vehicle on a highway unless such motor vehicle is 
equipped with a muffler in good working order and in constant operation to prevent 
excessive or unusual noise and annoying smoke. The use of “Smitty” or “Hollywood” 
mufflers or other devices of like character which make loud noises or explosions are 
hereby declared unlawful.

B. It shall be unlawful to use a muffler “cutout” on any motor vehicle on a highway. 
(1998 ORD 749)

 10-10-2 Brakes

     Every motor vehicle operated or driven upon any of the streets, alleys or avenues 
of this city shall be provided with adequate brakes in good working order sufficient to 
control such motor vehicle at all times when the same is in use. (1998 ORD 749)

10-10-3 Lights

    Every motor vehicle operated or driven in the City of Mobridge shall, during the 
period of from one hour after sunset and one half hour before sunrise, display lighted 
lamps as required by  SDCL § 32-17-1. (1998 ORD 749)
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10-10-4 Horns

   Every motor vehicle operated or driven in the City of Mobridge shall be provided 
with a suitable or adequate horn or other device for signaling which shall be in good 
working order at all times said vehicle is operated on the streets of the City of Mobridge. 
(1998 ORD 749)

10-10-5 Flags or Light at End of Load

    Whenever the load on any vehicle shall extend more than four feet beyond the 
rear of the bed or body thereof, there shall be displayed at the end of such load in such 
as to be cleanly visible at all times from the rear of such vehicle a red flag not less then 
twelve inches both in length and width, except at between one-half hour after sunset and 
one-half hour before sunrise there shall be displayed at the end of such load a yellow or 
red light plainly visible under normal atmospheric conditions at least two hundred feet 
from the rear of such vehicle. (1998 ORD 749)

10-10-6 License Plates

     No person shall operate or drive a motor vehicle within the City of Mobridge 
without having conspicuously displayed thereon number plates or plate as required by 
the statutes of the State of South Dakota, securely fastened, and shall be kept free from 
mud, dirt, or other obstruction so that said number plate or plates shall be clearly legible 
by other persons upon said highway. (1998 ORD 749)

10-10-7 Windows and Windshields-Obstructions

     The windshield and the front side windows of any vehicle operated on the streets 
of the city of Mobridge shall at all times be free and clear of any ice, frost, snow, stickers, 
signs, placards or anything else which would in any manner tend to obstruct or hinder 
the view of the driver. (1998 ORD 749)


